Continued from Page 15...B-Dawg’s Buzz

I want you to note the thought in the verses of this song. The first verse talks about “when sor-
rows like sea billows roll. Whatever my lot, God has taught me to say it is well with my soul.” When
there is personal grief and sorrow so great that I cannot even express it, nevertheless, it is well with my
soul. I know that God is in control of my life. I know that God is with me. I know He will give me the
grace to go through what I must do. I hear people often say, “oh, I could never go through what some-
body has had to go through.” You know what? You do not have to. God gives you the grace to go
through what you go through and you do not have to have the grace to go through what everybody
else does. He gives you the grace to go through what you are going through at that time.

The second verse talks about “my sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought. My sin, not in part
but the whole was nailed to the cross and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my
soul.” What is that? The peace of God. My sin. I do not have to bear the punishment and the judgment
of my sin. When you invite Christ to come into your heart and you give your life to Him, He took your
judgment and your punishment in His very body on the cross. Romans 8:1, “There is no condemnation
to those who are in Christ Jesus.” I do not have to bear the condemnation. I do not have to feel guilty. I
do not have to bear the punishment because Jesus has taken all my sin on the cross.

Then the last verse which is just such...can you sing those words or even read them without
getting a lump in your throat? I cannot because I think of how many of God’s children in times of sor-
row and grief have clung to these words with everything that is in them. God will come and it will be
well. My personal grief and sorrow are unbearable, but it is well. I will get through it. God will give me
the grace to do it. My eternal security - it is well. The end of time when all of life...when it is all over, it
is well. Either way, you see, no matter what, it is well with me. It is well with my soul because I have
made peace with God. When Jesus said, “My peace I give unto you.” He said I do not give you peace
like the world gives you. Peace like the world gives is the removal of the bad circumstances, but I give
you My peace. “My peace I give to you.”

There are many things that disturb our peace - losses, grief, sorrow. There is a way that we can
have God’s peace very quickly. In John 14, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you.
Do not let your heart be troubled or afraid.” It is a gift from God. This peace that Jesus gives each one of
His children is a gift. It is a gift that He gives us.

Psalm 119 says, “Great peace have those who love thy law.” Great peace to those...have you
ever been at worry or anxious or you are disturbed? What do you do? You should go to your Bible.
Lord, speak to me. Give me some comfort. Show me. Give me something to hang on to. Great peace
have those who love thy law. God’s Word brings us comfort and brings us peace at a time when we
need it. The peace of God is a gift and He gives it to us! That does not necessarily mean that all of the
bad things go away. It simply means that He gives us the ability to walk through those things and to
continue to trust Him. I have looked at people who have gone through very difficult things. Even
though they may be angry at God or upset or question Him, it is amazing to me how many people truly
cling on to Him and say somehow, I am not going to let go.

In Philippians 4, it ways that we are to “Be anxious for nothing but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know to God. Then, the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” That is a great
promise about the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. We do not know why we feel that
way, we do not know how we are doing it. It is a gift from God. Isaiah 26:3 says, “Thou will keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.” As we keep our hearts and minds fixed on Christ Jesus,
He will give us that peace within ourselves.

August 2017 First Reformed Church

Glorify God in all we do,
Grow with Him daily and
Go with Him to share His love.

The Newsletter

This past few weeks, I have been updating our church records as far as membership
goes. I haven’t been able to do this in quite some time. Keeping church records is a very im-
portant part of my job at FRC. As you can see from the list below, I am responsible for many rec-
ords of the church.

Not all churches keep the same records, but the majority do keep them. One problem we
have? Not getting the information from the people of the church. When you transfer membership
into another church we would like to have dates from you...birthdays, anniversaries, baptisms,
Confessions of Faith marriages, even divorces are recorded in our membership books. Why?
“Why do you want all of that information from me?”

What are some reasons for keeping records?

First, it makes good sense to keep records. It is impossible to remember everything. Even
the sharpest mind is subject to information overload.

Second, keeping good records helps us do a better job, particularly in ministry. Without
accurate records it is difficult to follow up on prospects or absentees in Sunday School or
worship services.

Third, there are legal implications related to having detailed records. Each church shall
keep a complete record of all births, deaths, baptisms, professions of faith, receptions and dismissals of
members, and excommunications and other terminations of membership. Those individuals who claim
charitable contributions on their tax returns must be able to substantiate those claims with offi-
cial records from the church. Minutes of business meetings have been subpoenaed by the courts
in lawsuits involving local churches. Church records can be used to help prove age...from a social
security issue to other official government issues. From a liability standpoint, a church can ill af-
ford to neglect this vital practice.

Fourth, records preserve valuable historical data. Future generations will have no appre-
ciation for the rich heritage of your church unless someone chronicles its history. It is easier to
envision the future when you have a correct understanding of the past
A Guide To Church Record Keeping
Records need to be kept for good reasons: Firstly for administrative and legal requirements. In
the future there needs to be a clear picture of all decisions which are made, what led to these de-
cisions and details regarding financial commitments and legal obligations etc. Instances arise in
the future when such details are needed and written records are essential if the correct infor-
mation is to be provided.

What records should be kept?
¢ Minutes of organizational and congregational meetings
¢ Minutes and reports of the Committee of Management, Session etc

e Selected correspondence of all committees and groups
Continued on page 13
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B-Dawg’s Buzz by Brenda Post, Secretary

Without going into the specifics, I will tell you I have been struggling for a few months
now. I don’t like telling everyone all of my problems. Let’s face it, while you are reading this,
there are many more people besides myself going through things that are a lot more difficult
than what I am. There are a handful of people that know the circumstances and they ask me fre-
quently, How are you doing?”. My answer is usually filled with some tears, but at the end of
the day, I can look people in the eye and say to them that I am at peace. This past Monday may
have been one of the hardest days I have been through in quite some time. I was at one of my
lowest points, sobbing for hours, unable to talk, unable to think past the hurt and the deep,
deep feeling of ‘I cannot do this anymore. I simply cannot go on.” Going through my head was
the phrase, “It is well.” I kept singing it over and over quietly. I sang it like a prayer to God. “It
is well, It is well with my soul.”

We know this song about peace. The song begins “When peace like a river.” Even
though peace is not mentioned that much more in the song, it is really a song about having
peace within your soul. It is a spirit that is not restless or troubled, but our spirit being at peace
with our situations, with our circumstances. That does not necessarily mean that our circum-
stances have changed to give us peace. It means that we have become at peace with our circum-
stances and this is a much deeper meaning than we might ordinarily associate peace of mind
with. Continued next page



CONSISTORY MINUTES

The Consistory did not meet in July. Their next meeting is August 21st. In the mean-
time, Please read the second article from Kevin Klaassen, General Fund Treasurer.
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If God be our God, He will give us peace in trouble. When there is a storm
without, He will make peace within. The world can create trouble in peace,
but God can create peace in trouble. ~Thomas Watson




Greeters for August, 9 am

Aug.6 We sJtacob and Sami 2FoWe&teemi laywd Maur een
Mi deMli ke and Michell e Fdxamily
Ea-$St an and Gert GaalMwylduet and Jan He
EaPerek and Ashl ey
13 Wesktugene and Renae Groéeamily
Mi d®Rlodbert and Janice Groen
Ea-dmanda Harms/ family
20 Wesktd and Jan Har skamp
Mi d#Blie ]l and LaDonn Hartzell
Ea-Ptvayne and Janice Hei kes

Nursery for August 9:00 am | |Nursery for August 11:00 am

Aug 6: Wilma LeusinkAwh.d ®Andtielal Lleaikss inrkk
13: Laurel and Natall3® KKealaseyxnMartinez a
20: Gina and Jaden JZaGobRBawacy Martinez an
27: Brenda Michel son3andTiLfifnailmy Maermd sLi z W
Library Volunteers Sunday School Nursery
AugREBt h Ann W Sunday School is finished
13 Jane B. .
) until the fall. gTTERK
20 Marilynn D. B.
27 Gert G. SECY
oy *
Willing Hands Grouyp
Willing Hands Group #2 wil|l be Awsstponsi
Cechairpersons are Peg and Curt Varn K

Records Continued from the first page...

e Annual reports (congregation, committees, groups)
o Registers of baptisms and marriages

e Membership lists

e Newsletters (regular, monthly, quarterly etc.)

e Publications (histories, anniversaries, special occasions, brochures, service orders for spe-
cial occasions)

e Legal documents (constitutions, property titles, employment contracts)

e Sunday School records (attendance rolls)

e Photographs and audiovisual material (buildings, ministers, members, special occasions)
e Building plans

o Financial records

If you have transferred to our church in the last couple of years, we ask that you fill in in-
formation for our church records. Please fill out the bottom portion of this page and return
it to the church office. (NOTE: If you do not know all of the information, please fill in what
you do know. Please include your maiden name as well)

FAMILY NAME:
Name of Parents Bom Baptized | Letteror Married Transferred Died
Confession
Names of Children Bom Baptized Confession Married Transferred Died

Received From

Dismissed T



News From The Library Coffee Servers August o Coffee With the Pastor

Hey, Karen Kingsbury fans, we have two new books in the Aug 6Ken and Wil Heye Eyv&ryone. .. 1t ha
library. If you have been following the Baxter family, you Aug 18d and Leona PUR{Yer¢algfee with th
will want to read LOVE STORY. It is the story of how John Aug 20arry and Rhojid® Riuénelr i mAgungtursst|. o f\
and Elizabeth Baxter met and their whirlwind romance Aug 2¥Marvin and Jawid¢eé Rumsisayou...but -
when they were young college students and lasted nearly you soon!

thirty years —until Elizabeth died of cancer. Whether you are meeting the Baxter N

family for the first time or have read the previous books, LOVE STORY will remind o e - Vy

you of the generational impact of love and the eternal bond of family. Karen even ‘Women’s Bible Studies ! @

o . L P . . i i . T e T St B, T o o & o+ o+ o % ¢ % o ¢ &+ & i+ —+ — —t —r —r —

includes a family tree to refresh your memory of the family members. |

| Faith Bible Study will meet on Monday, August at 9:00 am in the Library.

The other book by Kingsbury is A TREASURY OF MIRACLES. It shares over forty : Leader: Phyllis Vander Linden; Hostess: Jeannette Jufer.

|
|
|
real-life stories about people whose lives were changed by something mysterious |
and wonderful. With each of the stories Kingsbury shares undeniable proof of : Patience Bible Study will meet on Monday, August at 4:00 pm. to study les- !
God'’s presence in our lives, reminding us of His faithful love, steadfast protection ison 4. The leader and hostess will be Barb Van Diepen. :
and profound strength to do more than we could ever imagine. ! i

Think Shoeboxes!!

Now is a great time to start shopping for the items for your Operation Christmas
Child Shoebox gifts. Stores are having wonderful sales on school supplies. School
supplies are very much appreciated by the children that receive the gifts. When
parents are having difficulty affording basic food for their children, they certainly
have difficulties affording school supplies.

There are some upcoming changes to the Operation Christmas Child Program. This
year they will no longer accept any candy in the boxes. The candy was causing is-
sues with customs and at times would damage items in the boxes. Also, toothpaste
is no longer an acceptable item to include although toothbrushes make a great gift
item. The suggested donation for shipping is now $9.00 which is still a bargain.

More details about Operation Christmas Child in the coming months. Thanks to Kewvin Adelsberger (5ee |+Corinthians 13:1-108-26-2013

LOVE IS NOT SHELLASH



After Church Greeters for July

2 SE: Bob Tik@eS$man Mar cu30 D®E BokRast or Lu
C: Duane Van@de RlorefDykstC:a Dal e Honken
S W: Paul VandWr Hamalech ESWistDan Janssen
BE: Pastor LBk:e Henry FiBHler: Dr . Greg Ko
B W: John VanBW::i epaat or LBIW:e Arnie Langst
9 SE: Harvey23a®%ERu$Stean Gaal swyk
C: Pastor Lu®e Pastor Luke
SW: Larry VeS$SWookbennis Harberts
BE: LawrenceBB\VMi erBdnaHar skamp
B W: John BarBW:I sBill Hartzel |
Elders in Prayer Room

10:00 am 12:00 pm
Aug.6: Cal St an
13: Heat h Mar cus
20: Lenni s Lawrence
2 7 : Duane Dal e

August Faith In Action:

Faith in act i URPER DesrMoihek Kol PamtoynLtelst ihe | p f|i |
pantry! Any nonperishable food is wel|col

A great many people are trying to make peace, but that has already
been done. God has not left it for us to do; all we have to do is to enter
into it. ~Dwight L.

Sportsmen's Devotional

Bible Study Verses: II Peter 3:12-14

While you wait and earnestly long for (expect and hasten) the coming of the day of God by
reason of which the flaming heavens will be dissolved, and the [material] elements [of the uni-
verse] will flare and melt with fire? But we look for new heavens and a new earth according to
His promise, in which righteousness (uprightness, freedom from sin, and right standing with
God) is to abide. So, beloved, since you are expecting these things, be eager to be found by
Him [at His coming] without spot or blemish and at peace [in serene confidence, free from
fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts]. (Amplified)

Thoughts

Moonlit nights and campfires are one of the best parts of the hunt. I remember a fall turkey
hunt, sitting around the campfire on one of those moonlit nights, talking with my son until 2
AM. We were talking about the future, his future; and at that moment in his life, it seemed
very uncertain.

Uncertainty in our lives can breed fear and loss of hope, if we let it. As I recall that time, some
18 years later, things have turned out very good. I have a son in whom I am very proud, a
wonderful daughter-in-law and a very beautiful granddaughter. All of that worry for nothing,
like the sparks that flew up from the fire into the night sky, only to disappear.

Action Point

Titus 2:13 tells us to look for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus. Jesus is our Hope. He tells us not to worry, but rather, to lay our bur-
dens on Him. In Proverbs 16:3 He says, "Roll your works upon the Lord [commit and trust
them wholly to Him; He will cause your thoughts to become agreeable to His will, and] so
shall your plans be established and succeed," (Amplified).

So, why do we worry over what tomorrow will bring? Instead, let's put all our faith and trust
in Him who is faithful, and then watch--be amazed--at what the future holds. Read your Bible
every day and let His light shine on your future.

Sportsmen's Tip of the Day

Always make sure to carry something in your pack to start a fire. Waterproof matches in a
sealed container and propane lighter are good choices.

Another tip for making a fire: Put sawdust in the sections of an egg carton; pour paraffin over
the sawdust, break the sections apart and put them in baggies. These will start a fire when it's
wet. A hot fire feels so good when you get soaked in the rain.



August 23 Kyle SoatAugust
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(5|ble\7/8frcc ice@gmail T c
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22 Paul FeIWﬂ(kLa'mg) love @ Lefgognezel enda D
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Answers on pg. 15




August 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 8:30 am Quilters

Pam Kruger

2

Richard Kruger

3

Robert Kruger

4

Tim and Jodie Kruger ;
Jared and Katie

SCoIIege Youth Leave for
Romania. August 5 -16th

Pray for our College Youth

6 Troy Van Beek will lead 7

our services today
9am Cornerstone
10 am Coffee/Prayer FR

11 am Open Door

Jodene Kruse

8 8:30 am Quilters

Charles and Brenda Kuhl;
Maranda

9

David and Sandy Lamfers

10

Arnie & Diane Langstraat

11

Mark and Melissa Lang-
straat; Emma, Addysen
and Taylor

12

Gary and Wilma Leusink

1 3Communion Preparatory

9am Cornerstone

10 am Coffee/Prayer FR
11 am Open Door

Pray for our Church

14

Jeremy and Jill Leusink;
Noah, Natalie and Jori

15 8:30 am Quilters

Roger Lindberg

16

Brad and Sarah Loerts;
Parker, Blake and Brynna

17

Brian and Megan Loerts;
Brysen, Jaxton and Nash

18

Ken and Wilma Loerts

19

Frank and Darcy Martinez

20 Communion Sunday

9am Cornerstone
10 am Coffee/Prayer FR
11 am Open Door
Pray for our Pastor

2 1 9 am Faith Bible St.

4 pm Patience Bible St.
6:00 pm Elders Meet
7:00 pm Consistory meets

Pray for our Consistory

22 8:30 am Quilters

Dave and Jessica McDyer;
Lincoln and Addison

2 3Sibley Ocheyedan
School Resumes

Pray for our Children

24

John and Kim Mc Dougall;
Alex and Matthew

25

Ed and Leona Meendering

26

Cliff and Linda Mehls

2 7 9am Cornerstone

10 am Coffee/Prayer FR
11 am Open Door
Movie in the Park

Pray for our Leaders

2 8 6:30/7:00pm: Nursing

Home Sing Along!

Regina Meyer

29 8:30 am Quilters

Katlin Michelson

30

Keith & Brenda Michelson

Those going to Romania are: Burke Newman, Troy Soat, Andy

3 1 Champalath, Dylan Runia, Francine Wiese, Ashton Reiter, An-
drea Meyer, Britta Harberts, MaLeaha Doeden, Megan Block and
Pastor Luke. Please remember them in your prayers.

Steve and Lynn Mulder;
Alex and Kaitlyn




